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In the blessed name of the Tri-une God, Self-existent,
Beginningless and Endless, Perfect in Being, (Glory be to Him)
Moran Mar Baselios Marthoma Mathews III Catholicos of the East and
Malankara Metropolitan enthroned on the Apostolic Throne of St. Thomas

No. 219/2023

Blessings to our beloved Vicars of the churches, Priests of the locality, Kaisthanees and faithful of all
the Parishes!

Dearly beloved,

Eventhough our blessed predecessors have issued orders from time to time regarding the dues to be
remitted by members of our parishes for rituals and matters pertaining to membership in a parish, we
understand that more clarity is needed in this regard. Consequently, the Holy Episcopal Synod which met
in August 2023 discussed the matter in detail and arrived at some decisions. Through this Kalpana we
communicate to you the decisions taken by the Holy Episcopal Synod.

1. The dues to be remitted for sacraments and rites.

Those who have taken temporary membership in another parish with the permission of the mother parish
as per clause 9 of the Constitution of the Church, shall give monthly subscription, Diocesan Day
contribution, Catholicate Day contribution and other contributions as decided by the parish where the
temporary membership is maintained. However, if the member wishes to receive any sacrament or rite
like baptism, marriage, funeral etc, in the mother parish he/she should give his/her dues (rites fees) as per
the rates prevailing in the mother parish. But the mother parish should not ask for the monthly subscriptions
or any other collections in the pretext of the dues of the particular sacrament he/she desires to recieve. In
such circumstances, the Vicar of the parish where he/she holds temporary membership shall write a letter
to the Vicar of the mother parish requesting him to conduct these rites and the Vicar of the mother parish
shall verify and be convinced. The parish where he/she holds temporary membership shall not demand
any dues (rites fees) in such cases. However, they can accept any voluntary contributions made by the
concerned member. If the rites are being conducted at the same parish where he/she maintains temporary
membership, the dues shall be given as per the tradition prevailing in that parish.

2. Whenever a member of a parish resides away from his/her home parish, it should be duly informed to
the Vicar of the home parish.

3. As per clause 9 of the Church Constitution, a person can attend the general body meeting of the parish
where he/ she pays the monthly subscription. A person shall pay the monthly subscription in one parish
only. The payments made in other parishes shall be considered as donations only.

4. Those who reside at places far away from the mother parish shall take a temporary membership in the
Orthodox parish, if any, where he/ she stays. If such members wish to get any rite or sacrament conducted
at the home parish, they shall produce a letter from the Vicar of the parish where he/she holds temporary
membership and the Vicar of the mother parish should make sure that he receives such a letter. If Orthodox
members who live away from the mother parish join other denominations while they have an Orthodox
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Church in the vicinity, special permission from the Diocesan Metropolitan is needed for getting Baptism,
Marriage or other rites conducted at the mother parish. They should be asked to pay all dues to the mother
parish including the arrears in monthly subscriptions.

5. Those who return to their native place to settle there permanently should relinquish their temporary
parish membership in writing where they held it. They should produce the relieving certificate to the
mother parish from the parish where he/ she held temporary membership.

6. When a member who has temporary membership in a parish goes to a third place for temporary
residence, he/she should renounce his/her existing temporary membership in writing and the matter should
be informed in writing to the Vicar of the mother parish by the Vicar of the parish where the member
holds temporary membership. In such cases, the letter from the Vicar of the mother parish shall be produced
for a fresh temporary membership in a third parish. In short, the Vicar of a parish where a member holds
temporary membership shall have no right to issue a relieving certificate to any other parish except to
his/ her mother parish.

7. At a time, a member can hold temporary membership in one parish only. If one single member of a
family wishes to get relieved from the parish where his family has temporary membership and get
membership in another parish, that person alone can get the relieving certificate from the parish where
he/she has temporary membership and produce it to the Vicar of the mother parish. Subsequently he/she
can obtain a letter from the Vicar of the mother parish to join a parish of his/her choice. However, the
other members of his/her family will remain in the same parish where they have temporary membership.

8. If any rite or sacrament is conducted for convenience sake at a third church other than the mother
parish or the parish where temporary membership is held, the dues should be remitted in the parish which
issues the necessary certificates. Only fees/donation (as prevailing in that parish) is to be given at the
parish where the rites are celebrated.

9. Separate and independent membership should be taken by persons who are 21 years old or above if they
are not staying with their parents/ husband —wife / children. Their membership should not be attached to
any other relatives.

10. When a person or family applies for parish membership the parish shall accept only the monthly
subscription as stipulated by the parish and the voluntary contributions from the applicant. However, in
special circumstances, the vicar can take appropriate decisions with the recommendation of the parish
Managing Committee and the permission of the Diocesan Metropolitan.

The Vicars and the faithful should adhere to these decisions of the Holy Episcopal Synod.
May the Grace and Blessings of the God Almighty abide with you forever. And may the prayers of the

Mother of our God, the Holy Virgin Mary, St. Thomas the Apostle of India, our Holy Fathers Yeldo Mar
Baselios, Mar Gregorios, Mar Dionysius and all the Holy Saints be a stronghold for us. Amen.

Our Father who art in Heaven.............uuuueee..... E
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Baselios Marthoma Mathews 111

From Catholicate Aramana
Devalokam, Kottayam, Kerala, India, On August 28, 2023



